Duration: 60 min Quick Project Grades: 1-8 CREATIVE SKILL

Air Dry Clay

Non-Fired Project
Wild Flowers




Lesson overview

‘Wildflowers are a fascinating and essential components of our natural ecosystems. Students will learn about native wildflowers, choose a favorite flower
and write a brief description, and create clay art tiles featuring the chosen flower.

Keywords

*Educate students about native wildflowers.
*Encourage appreciation and conservation efforts.
*Foster creativity through clay art.

Wildflowers, Native species, Natural cycle, Germination, Conservation,
Clay art, Air-dry clay, Education, Preservation

Standards

VA.A.1.2.1 Uses and organizes two-dimensional and three-dimensional media, techniques, tools,

and processes to produce works of art that are derived from personal experience, observation, or
imagination.

VA.A.1.2.3 Knows the effects and functions of using various organizational elements and
principles of design when creating works of art.

VA.A.1.2.4 Uses good craftsmanship in a variety of two-dimensional and three-dimensional
media.




1. Introduction

Wildflowers are remarkable plants that thrive in their natural state,
with minimal interference from humans. In Florida alone, there are
over 3,600 native and naturalized flowering species. These vibrant
blooms play a vital role in supporting local ecosystems and wildlife.
Now, let’s explore the fascinating life cycle of wildflowers, the
importance of timing, and how we can actively contribute to their
preservation.

2. Getting Supplies

* 51bs. Laguna Mexo-White Air-Dry Clay

* Slab Roller or Rolling pin [preferably 12” or larger]

* Wildflower/Flower Rubber Stamps or Stencil of Wildflowers/Flowers
* Fettling Knife or common household plastic knife

* Vegetable oil, talc powder or Saran Wrap

e Square cookie cutter (optional)

Acrylic paints and Acrylic Clear Coat
Newspaper, a lawn leaf bag,
Paper or Wax Paper

Drying Board such as dry wall or plywood.
(We used a 12” x 24” cut sheet of dry wall.)

List of your local native Wildflowers




3. Wildflowers and Air Dry Clay

1. Wildflowers Rich Diversity:
1. Eash State boasts an impressive array of wildflowers, with over 364 native
and naturalized species.
2. These flowers contribute to the state’s vibrant ecosystems and play a crucial
role in supporting local wildlife.
2. Natural Life Cycle:
1. Wildflower seeds mature and disperse naturally, aided by wind and animals,
during late summer, fall, and winter.
2. Optimal germination occurs when seeds are planted in sync with their
natural cycle, ensuring successful growth.
3. Timing Matters:
1. The right time of year is essential for establishing native wildflowers.
2. Rapid growth is necessary to outcompete weeds and withstand adverse
weather conditions.
3. Soil temperatures and rainfall play a vital role in promoting germination and
seedling emergence.
4. Conservation Efforts:
1. As populations grow, we often lose native flowers unique to each state.
2. Organizations like the Florida Wildflower Foundation educate the public
about native species and advocate for their preservation.
3. Replanting efforts focus on barren areas, emphasizing careful germination
planning.
5. Clay Art and Education:
1. Clay art provides a creative medium to highlight the beauty of Florida’s
native wildflowers.
2. Students can engage by:
1. Learning about native wildflowers.
2.Choosing a favorite flower and writing a brief description.
3. Creating clay tiles imprinted with the flower’s image.
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Air Dry Clays are self-hardening modeling, sculpting, throwing and hand bulding clays that are greatfor art
projects inthe classtoom and at home used by educators, amateurs, students and professionals. Projects
made with Alr Dry Clay dry leather hard in 24 hours and rock hard within several days (drying time varies wih
temperature, humidty and the thickness of the clay).




4. Starting the Project:

Rolling Out the Clay & Cutting the Tiles

Rolling Out the Clay:

Take the 5 lbs. slab of Laguna Mexo-White Self-Hardening Clay place the
clay on a slab roller canvas or on newspaper to be rolled out to a 24” x 24”
slab. Clay should be at least }4” thick.

Cutting the Tiles:

Place your slab of clay on a newspaper or a piece of wax paper on top of
the dry wall sheet or board you will use for drying.

Take a square cookie cutter or use your fettling knife to cut 2” x 2” tiles.

*If you want larger tiles, you can use standard sizes such as 4” x 4” or 6” x

6” ora 8" x 8.
Keep in mind, the larger the tile the less tiles you will have to press flower

stamps on.

Cut as many tiles as you can from your slab of 24” x 24” clay.

If there is clay left over, you can try and reroll another slab to get extra
tiles.




STEP 1:

Place your stamp or stencil on top of the tiles you have cut out to create
the imprint you are creating. Make sure to spray the stamp with
vegetable oil or talc powder, or place saran wrap on top of the clay for
quick release from the clay.

STEP 2:

Press down on the stamp
evenly and firmly.

STEP 3:

Pull back the stamp from
the tile carefully.

Examine the impression
to ensure the stamp is
clear.

Once you examine the
impression, continue
stamping as many tiles as
you would like.




7. Cleaning and Drying Tiles

After the tiles have been cut and stamped, designate someone to
smooth the edges. You can smooth out any wrinkles or creases on the
sides or top at this point.

The best way to smooth out the edges is to wet your index finger with
water as seen to here.

Place tiles on a board or a sheet of dry wall to dry for the next three days.
You can cover the tiles with newspaper or a black leaf bag to keep dust or
air born particles from falling on the tiles.




7. Color Blast

Once dried, you can apply acrylic paints, Sharpie colors, spray paints,
glitter, cork, rubber, or any other multi-media material to add zing to the
tiles. Once you complete decorating your tile, you can seal your art with a
spray on or brush on clear acrylic.




7. Share your Art!

Remember to share what you have learned.

Let’s celebrate the value of wildflowers and actively protect them for future
generations!

A - 5
Thanks for using Laguna Clay’s lesson plan!
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